Ultracentrifugation evidence for a somatostatin-binding protein in serum.
Using a technique of high speed centrifugation of serum and a well validated immunoassay for the measurement of serum somatostatin-like immunoreactivity, we have demonstrated that somatostatin, unlike other peptide hormones, appears to sediment with large molecular weight proteins. When synthetic somatostatin of increasing concentration was incubated with serum prior to ultracentrifugation, a linear plot of concentration of somatostatin added against concentration sedimenting (or apparently bound to protein) revealed an association curve. These data provide further evidence for the existence of a serum-binding protein for somatostatin.